
 

Question/Comment Response 

Will we still be able to drop off at D house if we 
choose to not take the bus? And if so, what time is 
drop off? Thank you! 

Yes, students will be dropped off in the D House 
Loop. 8:38 grades 5 and 6. 7:58 grades 7 and 8 

What is the procedure for dropping off/picking up 
my child if I do not want her to take the bus at this 
time? Do I need to notify the school that I’m making 
this decision? 

Please fill out Covid screener and drop off at D 
House Loop. 

Will the 5th graders have an opportunity to tour the 
school in person before the start of school? There 
was mention of a virtual tour but it’s not the same 
as being able to actually walk the halls to know 
where you will be going. 

Virtual tours will be shared prior to the beginning of 
school. 

If a child is sent home from school not feeling well, 
what is the criteria to return to school? Or stays 
home with a headache for example. 

If a child does not have symptoms for 24 hours and 
they have felt well, they can come to school 

How will children make it home on time for virtual 
remedial? 
Will there be any type of cohort grouping for 7th 
grade? How many kids will they be exposed to? 
Thanks. 

The virtual remedial is for virtual learners that day. 
our 7th and 8th have been reduced by 50% and 
there will not be Cohorts. 

I understand MERV-13 filters are being installed on 
the roof to work with the air handlers, however, will 
MERV-13 filters or HEPA filters be installed in 
classroom air-conditioning units? If not, then will 
portable HEPA filters be used in classrooms and 
high risk areas such as the nurse's office and 
isolation rooms? Will you establish a building wide 
policy of all classroom windows remaining open 
(even just an inch) to allow for proper ventilation? 
Will mask breaks be able to take place outdoors? 
Could middle schoolers go home for lunch (if their 
parents pick them up). How will you ensure that a 
minimum of 6ft distance between students takes 
place during lunch? If they eat in the cafeteria will 
the windows be open? For 8th grade, could the 
teachers travel to the different classrooms instead 
of the children traveling in the hallways? Will 
arrivals and dismissals be staggered? What is your 
contact tracing policy? Do you have specific contact 
tracers that are working with the Plainview district? 
If there are positive cases, will all of the contacts 
who had contact with the cases be told to 

We will instruct staff to open windows and 
encourage teachers to use air conditioning. Mask 
break will be in class. We have a closed campus at 
middle school. Only essential visitors will be 
allowed in school. We have students at desks in 
the cafeteria and Auxiliary gym. We have placed 
students in cohorts in 5/6. 



quarantine? How long are you requiring the positive 
cases to remain at home. The CDC requires 10 
days of self-isolation and return to work after 24 
hours of being fever free. Will Plainview abide by it. 

Will there still be teams in 6th? Do the teachers 
switch rooms rather than the students? Will my 
twins be in the same class or just in the same team 
as before? I heard twins may be kept together so 
wanted to clarify 

There will be teaming. Teachers will go to students. 
We will consider to the extent we can. 

Will there be a chorus? How is remedial going to 
work? 

Chorus will be taught via weekly online 
assignments. Remedial is in the schedule. 

1. Will students in 8th grade who are enrolled in 
advanced science and math) be at a disadvantage 
if we decide to do remote learning vs in class 
instruction? Same level Of instruction? 
 
2. Will a student in 8th grade be required to switch 
class rooms and therefore desks throughout the 
day while in school? 
 
3. Can students carry sanitizing wipes / liquid to 
clean hands and desks as they transition from class 
to class? 
 
4. Our kids laptops are worn out and with tech 
issues. Hopefully to be corrected before school 
starts? 
 
6. What upgrades have been completed at Mattlin 
to ensure safety (e.g. motion detected toilets/ 
faucets etc)? 
 

Yes. Expectations are the same. Yes, 8th graders 
will switch classes and students will use disposable 
mats. students can carry wipes. Ask The Tech can 
help with tech needs. Traffic flow has been created. 

How will mask breaks work? 
Where will the kids be eating lunch? 
Are they staying in the same class all day and the 
teachers are moving? 
Will lockers be assigned? 

10 minute breaks in class. 5/6 will eat in their 
classrooms. 7/8 in the cafeteria and auxiliary gym. 
Yes, 5/6 will stay in classes and teachers move and 
7/8 will be socially distanced and reduced by 50%. 
Lockers will be revisited in October. 

When and how can the fifth graders pick up their 
chromebooks? 

Distribution night will be in the middle of 
September. 



 
1. My kids are on two different schedules. I am not 
planning on bussing them. Can they be dropped 
and picked up at the same time or do I have to do 
two drop offs and two pickups? 
2. What will be the protocol if there is a positive 
child in the class? Will the whole class be home for 
2 weeks? If my children have to quarantine 
because they have been exposed outside of school 
how would they be educated for those 14 days? 

We do not have supervision for all of the pickup 
and dropoff needs our parents may need. Parents 
will have to make multiple drop offs. A positive child 
would need isolation. Close contacts would need to 
quarantine for 14 days. Yes on remote learning. 

While at the desks , that are properly separators - 
masking all day can be tedious and draining on the 
students , restricting breathing especially those with 
upper respiratory allergies. Can masking be 
optional specifically at the desks. Masks are required. 

Will Zero period run for programs like Wilson 
reading Wilson program will be running. 

If returning from a state on the NY State travel 
advisory list within 2 weeks of the start of school 
should we register for remote learning? 
Would we have the ability to return to in person as 
soon as the 14 day quarantine is over? They would have to quarantine for 14 days. 

Will students in Gr 6 switch classes at all? I'm not 
clear on this. PE and Recess will be the time to move. 

* Will electives be eliminated if a student is a 
remote-only student? 
* How are classes like orchestra and choir going to 
be handled? Will they be held outside because they 
have to be 12 feet apart? 
* How will orchestra and choir be handled if a 
student is a remote-only student? Will they have to 
record themselves singing or playing? 

Electives will still take place in remote learning. 
Instruction for ensemble rehearsals, like orchestra 
and chorus, will take place via weekly online 
assignments. Orchestra small-group lessons will 
continue as normal. String instruments can be 
spaced 6 ft apart. Remote-only students who play 
in music ensembles will be enrolled in those 
classes and participate in virtual instruction. 

1)For 7th grade- Are twins being placed in the same 
class or with the same set of teachers if you pick in 
person or remote? I know in the elementary schools 
this was being offered to parents as an option? 
2) If school is closed for an extended period of time, 
will remote learning children be transitioned to their 
in person class schedules or will they remain with 
their remote learning teachers? 
3) If we chose to start the school year remotely, is 
the child still going to receive an in person school 
schedule on August 26th? 
 

To the extent we can schedule twins together we 
will or with the same set of teachers. Remote 
learners remain with their teachers. All children will 
receive schedules on Portal Day. 



 

Please explain how staggered class changing will 
work 

We will stagger dismissals from classes and make 
revisions on a needed basis. 

How often will remedial be provided a week? Some 
slides state 2 and others 3-4/ wk. t  

How to register for orchestra class for fifth grade 
students who choose remote learning 

Remote-only students who play in music 
ensembles will be enrolled in those classes and 
participate in virtual instruction. Please contact your 
child's guidance counselor if they should be 
enrolled in orchestra but currently are not. 

Will the kids be given enough time to disinfect their 
desks each period without disrupting the start of 
class? 

There are 4 minutes passing time. They should 
have time to wipe the desk. 

If clubs are done virtually, how will students in the 
child care program be able to participate? Virtually 

Children get coughs and sneeze and it isn’t 
necessarily COVID but I know how careful we have 
to be. If our child doesn’t have a fever but has a 
cough or is sneezing do they need a doctor's note 
to come to school? In a typical year children come 
to school with colds if there’s no fever depending on 
how bad the cold is. I’m just not sure what is 
expected as kids can have coughs and colds for 
several days or weeks. Students who are sick must stay home 

In terms of the “deep cleaning,” I know that 
approved cleaning supplies are being used.... my 
question is given the #s of Epi-pen users and 
asthmatics- is there a way to be ensured that any 
lingering fumes are aired out of classrooms? 

Windows will be open throughout the school day. 
DIsinfectant cleaner will be used 

How will band work this year? Will percussion 
students practice with other instruments? If yes, 
how do I opt my son out of the band. 

Instruction for ensemble rehearsals will take place 
via weekly online assignments. Small-group 
lessons will happen as normal, with most 
instruments spaced 12 ft apart, and string and 
percussion instruments spaced 6 ft apart. Since 
there are no full rehearsals, percussion is not 
expected to be mixed with other instruments. 
However, lesson schedules face constraints given 
the limited number of students that can fit in 
spaces, so heterogeneous lesson groups are a 
possibility. 

If we opt for drop off and pick up, not busing, what 
happens if we are a few minutes late picking up a Supervised until parent picks up 



child? 

How will safety drills be conducted while 
maintaining social distancing? 

All safety drills will be conducted within the 
guidelines of CDC 

Please provide specifics about how recess and 
specials are being executed. 

Specials will be in the child's schedule. Recess will 
take place outside weather permitting, social 
distancing rules will apply and there will be no 
sharing of equipment within the recess period. 
Equipment will be disinfected. 

Please explain in detail how the drop off and pick 
up will work for children arriving or leaving by car. 
Location/time/rules. Welcome back letter will be sent prior to school. 

Please explain how the lunch seating will work in 
the cafeteria and how recess will occur for grade 
7-8 

Desks will be used in the cafeteria and auxiliary 
gym. 

Will there be a chance to see how the classrooms 
are exactly set up before the first day of school? 

There will be a virtual tour for 5th grade students 
and new students, To the extent that we can share 
a preview of classrooms, we will. 

Please explain how MAP and remedial work are all 
graded. 

Students will have an opportunity for remedial 
classes in their schedule. When it begins, children 
will have the opportunity to take part in MAP 
activities. 

We will be doing drop off/pick up for the most of the 
days except for some rare occasions my husband 
needs to be in in-person meetings for his work. I did 
put in “yes” for school buses but we won’t be 
needing it every day. Who should we contact to let 
them know our situation? The transportation or Dr. 
Coladonato? Or do I need to let anyone know? Contact Transportation. 

How will remote kids do the specials like gym, art, 
and music? Specials will be in children's schedules. 

Will the students be required to wear a mask while 
participating in gym class? 

Students will wear masks throughout the school 
day within six feet of each other. 

Do the 7th and 8th graders have to wear a face 
shield during lunch? 

Students will be socially distanced and may remove 
their mask when eating. 



Please describe the LIM (leader in me) program 
 
Please confirm how days a week remedial will be. 
(Some presentations say 2 some say 3-4/wk) 
 
Will MAP look the same? With students from other 
grades mixed? If not, what will replace MAP? 
 
Will there be time to let the student get adjusted to 
going back to school with the work load 
GRADUALLY increasing? ( my child had several 
tests during the first few weeks of the 5th grade and 
it was stressful. I don’t want that stressful 
environment to be the start of this year, and feel 
she will need more time to get adjusted. 

While we would like to maintain our MS schedule, 
MAP and LIM will be introduced once the academic 
portion of our program has begun and then we will 
re-evaluate. Remedial M/T/TH 

If a 5th grade student is going to school and has to 
quarantine but the rest of the class does not, how 
will the student learn while on quarantine? Who will 
be their teacher? Students will go to remote learning. 

Why is the updated on line school calendar having 
the Days 1-6 out of order? 

This allows for equity amongst alternate date 
classes and gives students an opportunity to go to 
specials with similar frequency. 

Will back to school night and parent/teacher 
conferences be virtual or in person? 

Yes, back to school night and parent/teacher 
conferences are expected to be virtual. 

When will the project challenge start considering 
these kids don't have to travel to another school? 
Also since the class is small social distancing can 
easily be maintained. October 1 

There is a 5th grade orientation on the calendar for 
POBMS, will MMS have one as well? 

MMS will be sharing a virtual tour prior to the 
beginning of school. 

We received the paper form to be mailed in for 
remote learning. Is there a drop off box for these 
forms at MMS? It can be emailed. 

Will they be kept distanced at the walker door? 
The expectation is that all students will follow social 
distancing guidelines while on campus. 

Can you explain how the walker door works? 

Students exit through the A-house doors are 
supervised by Security and other school personnel 
on bus duty and walk to the end of the loop to the 
crossing guard. 

Where are children being held if we are picking 
them up? 

Children being picked up will be supervised in the 
D-house loop. 



Can you please address keeping children home or 
sending them to school if they are sick with 
allergies. 

Please seek medical attention if your child needs 
medication to reduce symptoms for 24 hours. 
Children who are sick must remain home. 

Please verify how many days remedial will be for 
6th grade. 

To begin the year, remedial will be on Monday, 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

I thought period 8 will be extra help/tutoring for 
students for all subjects. 

There is a difference in the schedules for grades 
5/6, and grades 7/8. For grades 5/6, students go 
through periods 1-8, and then remedial/MAP. For 
grades 7/8, they begin the day in their period 8 
classes, but earlier than period 1 starts. They then 
go from "period 8" to periods 2-7, after which time 
they have remedial/MAP. So grades 5/6 and 
grades 7/8 have remedial/MAP, but at different 
times of the day. 

What are 8th graders doing during zero period? 

What was previously referred to as "period 0" is 
now when grades 7/8 begin their day, but they 
begin with their period 8 classes, and then go 
through periods 1-7. 

Will 5th and 6th graders still have a band? If so, 
how will it work? 

Yes. Instruction for full ensemble rehearsals will be 
taught via weekly online assignments. Small-group 
lessons will continue as normal, with 12ft spacing 
between musicians as per NYS Dept of Health 
guidelines. 

If music was zero period (or 9th), how will those fit 
into the day? 

Instruction for the zero or 9th period rehearsals will 
be taught via weekly online assignments. Band and 
orchestra lessons will continue as normal with 
proper social distancing as per the NYS Dept of 
Health guidelines. 

What is the status of chorus? 
Chorus will be taught via weekly online 
assignments. 

Plexi-glass only for 5th and 6th grades? yes. 

How to register an orchestra class for 5th grade 
students? 

If a student should be registered in orchestra and 
currently is not, please reach out to your child's 
guidance counselor and our orchestra teacher, 
Mrs. Lucas. 

What will the plan be for Band for 6th graders? 

Instruction for ensemble rehearsals will be done via 
weekly online assignments. Small-group lessons 
will continue as normal with proper social 
distancing as per NYS Dept of Health guidelines. 

What will the home days for grades 7 and 8 look 
like? 

On the remote learning day, students in 7th and 8th 
grades will attend their printed schedules, their 
teacher will take attendance for in-class students 



and virtual students and virtual students will work 
on their class work remotely and then the teacher 
will close out that lesson with students. 

How do you register an orchestra class for the 5th 
grade student who chooses remote learning? 

Remote-only students who play in music 
ensembles will be enrolled in those classes and 
participate in virtual instruction. 

What happens if/when kids forget their lunch? How 
will 5th and 6th grade students get lunch? 

Students who forget their lunch will be served lunch 
from the cafeteria and their account will be 
charged. 5th and 6th grade students will have their 
lunch delivered to their classrooms. . 

How are music classes handled for remote 
learners? 

Remote-only students who play in music 
ensembles will be enrolled in those classes and 
participate in virtual instruction. General music 
classes will appear on remote learners' schedules. 

Can students bring their own computer or does it 
have to be the chromebook? Students must use school-issued devices. 

How will picture day be handled for remote 
learners? Picture Day will be determined at a later date. 

Could you explain how an orchestra is going to 
work for 6th graders? 

Instruction for orchestra rehearsals will take place 
via weekly assignments. Small-group lessons will 
continue as normal. String instruments can be 
spaced 6 ft apart. 

Do you need a POB email account to access 
google slides? 

Google classrooms, and work done on Google for 
Education platforms, are restricted to accounts 
within the "pobschools.org" domain. 

If a student has to quarantine but is healthy, will 
they be able to partake in virtual learning so they 
don't miss out on learning for 14 days? Yes 

For 7/8 grade, there is a discrepancy of dismissal 
time. Transportation says 2:10 and slide 3 states 
2:45. Do students taking the bus get dismissed at 
2:10? 

For 7th and 8th grade, the last period of instruction 
ends at 2:00 p.m. The bus departure is at 2:10 p.m. 
The 10 extra minutes ensures that students will 
board the bus in time. 

If a child forgets a mask, do they go directly to the 
nurse's office for a back-up? Yes. 

Can you please explain how the last period for all 
grades will work? Some days are remedial and 
some are other programs.How do children pick 
which class they go to for remedial? 

There is a difference in the schedules for grades 
5/6, and grades 7/8. For grades 5/6, students go 
through periods 1-8, and then remedial/MAP. For 
grades 7/8, they begin the day in their period 8 
classes, but earlier than period 1 starts. They then 
go from "period 8" to periods 2-7, after which time 
they have remedial/MAP. So grades 5/6 and 

http://pobschools.org/


grades 7/8 have remedial/MAP, but at different 
times of the day. 

Where do we get the covid screener? 

The daily COVID health screener will be available 
on the school website and will be sent out each 
morning in an email to the school community. 

Where will 5th graders leave their coats, etc.? 

All students will need to carry their belongings with 
them, at least for the month of September, after 
which time the use of lockers will be re-evaluated. 

Can 7th grader transfer students also join the virtual 
tour as well? Yes. The virtual tour will be e-mailed to parents. 

Can children walk into the building from Washington 
Avenue or front gate to avoid some car traffic that 
will be dropping off? 

Children can walk into the building via the A-House 
loop entrance. 

What is the earliest we can drop off children? If 
everyone gets to school at 8:30, it will be very 
crowded. What time is pick up for 6th grade? 

Students in grade 5/6 are naturally staggered 
already due to different start times from our 7/8 
grade students. The population of 7/8 students has 
been reduced by 50%. Students arrive between 
10-12 prior to the 8:38am bell and 10-12 prior to 
the 7:58am. 

How will we be notified of any positive cases of 
Covid? 

The school district will inform the community via 
School Messenger. 

Will 5th graders receive information in advance as 
to what to bring to school on the first day. 

Expectations will be shared throughout the first 
week of school. 

How will project challenge testing be handled for 
both in school and remote learning who have 
missed it last year. 

Please reach out to the guidance counselor and/or 
project challenge teacher. 

Can we use the same chromebooks that we had in 
4th grade? 

Yes, but we will hold our chromebook distribution in 
the middle of September for our in-school and 
virtual learners.More to come. 

For older students who lost their chromebook, do 
we get a new one thru "Ask the Tech"? 

Students are responsible for their school-issued 
device. Ask the tech can help with your needs 

Is childcare drop off before school the same? The 
parent enters the building? More to come from the Child Care office. 

How will 6th graders who receive resource room be 
serviced? 

Students in the resource room will be escorted to 
their teacher. 

What will the remote days for 7/8 grades look like 
for students attending 2 days a week? 

Students will log into their classes at the scheduled 
times for attendance and will complete online 
assignments. 



For students who need remedial, there are going to 
be other children in the classroom that don't need 
remedial. If a student needs help with science but 
their homeroom teacher is ELA, can they go to their 
science teacher? If a student is going to their 
"other" teacher, what prevents an overflow of 
children in that room? 

The school is devising a plan for remedial classes 
for the first day of school. More information will be 
forthcoming. 

Is there a summer reading assignment for rising 8th 
graders? Please check the Mattlin website. 

Can you do a town hall meeting for just incoming 
5th graders? Lots of questions. 

To the extent that there are more questions after 
this FAQ, we will consider a parent chat for just 5th 
grade. 

If a student is medically exempt from wearing a 
mask, will they still need to wear a face shield to 
provide some protection to their peers and 
teachers? More to come. 

Since lockers aren't being used, teachers are trying 
to make work mainly through chromebook rather 
than books in backpacks which may get too heavy. 

Yes, at least for the month of September, after 
which time we will re-evaluate the use of lockers. 

If students are exempt from wearing a mask, where 
will they sit? What if a class has six kids who are 
"exempt"...how are you assured safety in the 
classroom. More information to come. 

Where will 5th graders leave their backpacks, 
coats, etc.? 

For at least the month of September, when lockers 
are not being used, students will carry their 
belongings with them. 

Will lockers be used when winter starts for coats, 
boots, etc. 

The decision regarding use of lockers will be 
re-evaluated after September. 

How many students/staff would need to have Covid 
for the entire school to close and become 100% 
virtual? 

The school district will follow guidance from the 
Nassau County Department of Health. 

Will there be a book library in the classrooms for 
children to use and share? What books will they be 
using for ELA? Teachers have a selection of classroom libraries. 

Will teachers be revising school supply lists to 
accommodate for lack of lockers? 

Teachers will make every effort to reduce the 
number of supplies to accommodate for the lack of 
lockers. 

Are 5th and 6th graders carrying their book bags 
and belongings with them all day? 

Yes, at least for the month of September, after 
which time we will re-evaluate the use of lockers. 

For 7/8 graders who start their day at home, how 
will they get the information for what to do? 

On the days in which 7/8 graders are at home, they 
will log into their classes at the start of each period 



for attendance and assignments. 

 


